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Spring/Summer DIARY.

Monthly Member's Meetings continue to be held at
The Sir Robert Peel Public House located on the
main A4124 Bell Lane adjacent to the Lichfield
road / Broad Lane Junction and traffic lights.

Postcode = WS3 2JS

WWW.Sir-robert-peel.co.uk

All meetings commence about 19.45 hrs in the
downstairs Lounge Bar.
Monday 4th August 2008 Natter Evening
Monday1st September 2008 Natter Evening
Monday 6™ October 2008 Natter Evening

We hope you may be able to pay us a visit to one of
our meetings.



http://www.sir-robert-peel.co.uk/

CHAIRMAN'S JOTTINGS

Greetings to all members and friends.

A very quiet couple of months packet wise since the AGM and the last
Issue.

GB7MAX and its front end node, BLOX continue to function normally.
| have recently completed some maintenance of the BBS compulter,
blowing out accumulated dust and lubricating the CPU and PSU fans, so
important when a system runs 24/7.

It always amazes me just how much dust and dirt accumulates inside the
PC over a six month period.

| have also constructed a BBS remote reset mechanism using a spare
mobile handset | had lying about together with a free PAYG O2 sim
card, meaning I can reset the BBS much more easily remotely via mobile
phone if it, or the node should lock up or have problems during the
forthcoming holiday period.

Miles, G4GSB and Dave, MODCM have been working on the new look
MaxPak Web site, now hosted on another server following problems we
had with the previous hosting server.

Do take a look on a regular basis if you have internet access. It’s looking
better all the time. | would like to publically thank both Miles and Dave
for their hard work.

It is now, at the time of writing, about two months to the Telford Rally
2008 at Enginuity in Coalbrookdale on Sunday 28th September.

Once again MaxPak will be in attendance.

Do please put this date in your diary. It is always a pleasant occasion.

In the meantime, have a very pleasant summer holiday whether or not
you are actually holidaying away from home.

73's Chris GOCNG Chairman 2008-009.

www.maxpak.orqg.uk



http://www.maxpakgb.org.uk/
http://www.maxpakgb.org.uk/

Node/BBS News

Correct 1* August 2008

GB7MAX /BLOX Node

(Bloxwich)

The BBS/Node, using WinFBB/ XROUTER continues to perform satisfactorily. Direct Telnet
access to the BBS on Port 4001 and to the BLOX node on Port 2323 is available.
Contact Chris, GOCNG, sysop, for further information or access password authorisation.
Current R.F. user access to both BLOX and GB7MAX is as follows:
2m 1449375 MHz 1K2
70cm 432.675 MHz 1K2

GB7WAL
(Walsall)

This BBS continues to perform satisfactorily. User ports as follows:
2m 144.850 1K2
70cm 432,650 1K2

GB7WV NODES (The Net X1J-4) (Wolverhampton)

These continue to function satisfactorily. User access available as follows:

2m  (9K6) WV22 GB7WV-2 144.975 MHz
70cm (1K2) WV72 GB7TWV-7 432.675 MHz

DUDLEY GB7DN (XROUTER) NODE
(Dudley)

Sited at the QTH of our Secretary, G4GSB in Dudley. User access is as follows:

4 m 70.4875 MHz 1k2 (Coming Soon)
2 m 144.850 MHz 1k2
2 m 144.975 MHz 9k6
70 cm 432.675 MHz 1k2 (Temp out of service)
70 cm 432.625 MHz 9k6
2 m 144.800 APRS UI-VIEW Digipeater (Trial stage at the moment)

SALOP G/BUG-8 NODE

(Newport, Shropshire)
Sited at the QTH of Tony, G7TBUG. Good signal reports have been received around Newport and
Wellington areas. User access as follows:
2m 144,950 1K2




BT Vision QORM

All the local club secretaries have received this email and attachment.
| have watched it on u-tube, and it shows really bad qrm from BT Vision.
73 Miles GAGSB MaxPak Secretary

UKQRM is a fast growing group of people who are coming together
to fight to keep the short wave spectrum free from broadband over
power wires interference.

Specifically the power line adaptors supplied by BT Vision.

This is what it sounds like
http://youtube.com/watch?v=S UBDalL-aE

We are looking for new members who are concerned about this
spreading problem and who are willing to try and do something to
stop it.

If you already have the problem we can help you complain to Ofcom
which may result in an improvement but more importantly raises the
profile of the problem.

Please join with us is you care about shortwave and would miss your
radio.

We are looking for UK members especially but welcome anyone from
around the world.

http://tech.groups.vyahoo.com/qroup/UKQRM/

Thank you for your attention.
Regards
Mike

UKQRM


http://youtube.com/watch?v=S__UBDaL-aE
http://tech.groups.yahoo.com/group/UKQRM/

The Future of AX25 Packet Radio
By Miles G4GSB, MaxPak Club Secretary

Well, I wish | had a crystal ball, which would make this article easy! But as | don’t, |
will rely on lots of info | have sent to me.

On a Yahoo group, | was sent the following:

PACTOR, being an ARQ mode is incapable of sharing a frequency with more than one other station. That,
along with the extreme bandwidth and lack of effective signal detection makes PACTOR unsuitable for digital
HF networks on anything but a very limited scale. - Afewa f i ¢ i ocangldyoasodnd with it, but in that case
as the network grows, more and more participants cop out and use the internet band-aid to cover up for the
mode's basic lack of suitability for HF networking.

Or they do like WinLink and run roughshod over their fellow hams, operating what amounts to a QRM mill
that takes up more and more spectrum as the "network" grows.

HF Packet, warts and all, is currently the only digital mode that a serious HF network can be built upon. The
secret to this performance edge is AX25, which allows multiple stations to share a single frequency. The more
reasonable bandwidth there is also a positive factor that appeals to responsible amateurs who know how to
play well with others.

They call this "spectral efficiency” and if your mode of choice does not have it, best to keep it for keyboard use
and leave the networking to the networkers.

It is fashionable to diss Packet radio and AX25 - but none of the detractors have been able to demonstrate
anything that does HF Packet's job any better... In fact, nobody has come up with anything yet that even works
as well. Performance talks and "fashionable PC attitudes" walk when actual networkers look at the available
digital modes.

That's the way it is... Maybe someday there will be an actual improvement over AX25 and Packet for HF
networking. When this happens, I'll be one of the first to put the new system on the air and into actual use.
BUT I have witnessed and been part of several efforts to improve upon AX25 and Packet over the last couple
of decades, and what has been found in every case so far is that it is awfully easy to sit around and diss AX25
Packet for HF networking, but not so easy to come up with something that actually works as well, much less
any better.

If there was anything actually better out there, the HF digital network would already be using it and AX25
Packet would only be found on the VHF/UHF bands.

But there isn't, so...

73 DE Charles Brabham, N5PVL

I agree with all his comments and | am now the proud owner of a duel speed
TNC, so | intend having a fimessoon 10 meters fm packet. 100 watts on 29.250
should do the trick! 73 de Miles GAGSB



The MaxPak Website Update
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Those of you that have recently visited the MaxPak website will notice a big change.
Our original hosts for the website were streamline.net . A company with a good
reputation, but who let us down very badly.

Our first problems occurred when the streamline. net’s server crashed twice within 6
months, losing all the hard work that Dave, MODCM and Miles G4GSB had put into
it. To make things worse, they had no backup. We were unable to backup the website
ourselves, due to us using “Joomla” website software.

Dave then obtained a copy of Microsoft’s expression web, which allows us to design,
test and save our website on our own P.C.’s before uploading to the server.

The next problem that occurred with streamline.net , was that “Front Page Extensions”
(the yellow buttons on the home page) would not work. Even though MaxPak paid
extra for front page extensions, streamline.net and their senior technical support could
not get it to work !



So the decision was taken to move from streamline.net , get a refund and use it to fund
our website with a different company.

We are now with SIS who have bent over backwards to help us. | think you will agree
the website looks a lot better now!

You will also see a link on the website for Fusion Radio. This will take you to the
following page.
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Fusion Radio is an internet based radio station. which has live DJ's and specialist shows.
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MaxPak will soon be hosting a monthly show. See Events Calendar for more details_
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As the page states,
“Fusion Radio is an internet based radio station, which has live DJ's and specialist shows.

MaxPak will soon be hosting a monthly show. See Events Calendar for more details.

Dave and Miles will soon be sitting down wondering what to talk about for an hour a
month!

When we have broadcast our show, it will be available on the website as a pod cast.
The station itself, along with the DJ’s, is just a bit of fun. The station makes no
money, in fact all the DJ’s have to have a whip around to pay the “shoutcast” website
fees!

If you have any good ideas for the website, please send them to Dave or Miles as
listed below. 73 MODCM + G4GSB



The MaxPak Local Area AX25 Network: August 2008

1K2 user ports in yellow, 9K6 users ports in brown

Ul-View digipeater
MB7UV
144.800

APRS

WV72
User Access 1200 Baud
432.675
Now operational

High-speed
User access node

WV22

144.975
9k6

70cms 9k6
To BLOX & GB7TMAX

WV9

GB7WV
Mander Centre
Wolverhampton UK
(TheNet-X1J4)
WV9
WV11
WV12
WV13
WV22
WV72

WV13
Northbound
23cms 2k4
To GB7VT

Northwest
And Scotland

WV11
Eastbound

70cms 9k6
To CORLEY

WV12
Southbound

GB7MAX BBS

Bloxwich &

Front End XROUTER Node
BLOX; GOCNG-8
(44.131.128.1)
Telnet gb7max.ath.cx
Port 2323 (NODE)

23cms 2k4
To DUDLEY
And
KIDDER

DUDLEY
GB7DN
XROUTER Node
Dudley, West Midlands

432.675

144.850

4001 (BBS)
144.9375 432.675
SALOP AXUDP Links to
G7BUG-8 GB7BA  (Bampton, Oxon, UK)
H KIDDER  (Kidderminster, UK)
NEWDOTL Shropshlre ESX (Witham, Essex, UK)
YORKS (Barnsley, Yorks, UK)

144.950

SAL

OP

ZL2BAU (Waimate New Zealand)
GB7FCR (Blackpool, UK)
GB7YFS (Bourne, Lincs, UK)
(Newport, Shropshire, UK)

8

432.625
9k6

144.975

9K6




2008 - 2009 COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Chairman and Membership Secretary
Chris GOCNG QTHR or @ GB7MAX
chris.g0cng@nasuwt.net
Tel: 01922 494680

Secretary
Miles G4GSB @ GB7MAX
SysOp GB7DN
G4gsb@btinternet.com
Tel: 01384 254199

Treasurer
Albert GOKFS @ GB7MAX
albertgOkfs@raynet-uk.net
Tel: 01922 409705

SysOp GB7WAL Dave G7BNK
G7BNK @ GB7WAL
david.g7bnk@btinternet.com
01922 685953

Webmaster
David MODCM @ GB7MAX
dave.maydew@btinternet.com
Tel: 01902 609339

Digicom Editor
Miles GA4GSB / Dave MODCM
Details as above

Www.maxpak.org.uk
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