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CHAIRMAN'S JOTTINGS
Greetings all.

Just having returned from a very successful and enjoyable Telford Hamfest at Enginuity,
Coalbrookdale where it was good to meet several MaxPak members as well as
considerable interest in our Version 3 CD of Packet and general amateur radio related
software. A good old fashioned rally with the emphasis on amateur radio products and
"junk” rather than computers! A big thank you to the Telford and District Amateur Radio
Society for all their hard work in organising the Hamfest. We look forward to next year!

Regrettably, we will be closing down our Mander Centre GB7WYV Node Site in
Wolverhampton at the end of 2008 when our current agreement expires. Following a
recent change in ownership of the Mander Centre in Wolverhampton, the new owners,
based in Central London wanted to draw up a new Legal Agreement with us to remain
on site. Unfortunately their Solicitors costs of £500 + VAT to do this were unacceptable
to myself and the Committee. Following an emergency committee meeting last week we
unanimously decided to terminate our Agreement with the Mander Centre at the end of
this Year. Several Committee Members shared my concerns that if this new Legal
Agreement went ahead, it would open up the possibility of our Site Rental escalating
year by year towards commercial rates to suit the current owners.
With virtually all of GB7MAX's forwarding now being done via AXUDP Internet links,
GB7WYV is now effectively redundant. Also the user access nodes WV22 and WV72
have seen a drop in user traffic in recent months as more users switch to Telnet access.
In addition if we were to continue, the 23cm and 70cm co-axial feeders between
antennas and the radio cabinet, a distance of some 20 metres, are badly in need of
replacement, a major undertaking, having served continuously since 1992 when the WV
nodes were first opened under the curatorship of Mick, G1DKI and Richard G1NZZ,
helped by Joe, G4VYA and Bob, GBKHV to whom | owe a great debt of gratitude for the
success of the Mander Centre nodes over the years.
During the remainder of the Autumn we will redeploy much of the WV equipment to
other uses. David, G7BNK, sysop of GB7WAL will install the WV22 at his QTH to
facilitate 9K6 forwarding between GB7WAL and GB7DBY in Derby as well as providing
9K6 user access. It is hoped to redeploy two of the 23 cm rigs and aerials to set up a 23
cm 2K4 link between GB7MAX and GB7WAL. It is planned that all equipment and
antennas will be removed from the Mander Centre by the end of the Year.
We have left the GB7WV nodes on the MaxPak LAN diagram in this Digicom as, at the
time of publication, it is still current. A revised LAN diagram will be published in the next
Digicom.
The closure of GB7WYV will have little or no impact on the operation of GB7MAX
since the only forwarding carried out via GB7WV is to GB7SAM in Stoke. Alternative
arrangements will be made to ensure that forwarding to GB7SAM continues. | certainly
have no plans to close down any radio access ports at GB7MAX/BLOX.

Arrangements for the 2008 UK Packet Conference to be held early
November, continue afoot. See separate article in this issue for fuller details.
Finally, owing to the closure of our meeting QTH, the Sir Robert Peel in Bloxwich, we
are transferring to the "One Man and his Dog", a pleasant family type hostelry located on
the Turnberry Estate in Bloxwich, about half a mile from the Sir Robert Peel. See the
front panel of this issue for full directions.
73's until the next issue.

www.maxpak.orqg.uk
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Node/BBS News

Correct 1% October 2008

GB7MAX /BLOX Node
(Bloxwich)

The BBS/Node, using WinFBB/ XROUTER continues to perform satisfactorily. Direct Telnet

access to the BBS on Port 4001 and to the BLOX node on Port 2323 is available.

Contact Chris, GOCNG, sysop, for further information or access password authorisation.

Current R.F. user access to both BLOX and GB7MAX is as follows:
2m 1449375 MHz 1K2
70cm 432.675 MHz 1K2

GB7WAL
(Walsall)

This BBS continues to perform satisfactorily. User ports as follows:
2m 144.850 1K2
2m 144.950 1k2

GB7WV NODES (The Net X1J-4) (Wolverhampton)

See Chairman’s Jottings for more information.

DUDLEY GB7DN (XROUTER) NODE
(Dudley)

Sited at the QTH of our Secretary, G4GSB in Dudley. User access is as follows:

2 m 144.850 MHz 1k2
2 m 144.975 MHz 9k6
70 cm 432.675 MHz 1k2
70 cm 432.625 MHz 9k6
2 m 144.800 APRS UI-VIEW

SALOP G7/BUG-8 NODE

(Newport, Shropshire)

Sited at the QTH of Tony, G7TBUG. Good signal reports have been received around Newport and

Wellington areas. User access as follows:
2m 144,950 1K2




Radio pin outs to TNC Connections

We have had several requests over the past few weeks for the connections from rigs to
TNC’s. Although this list is not comprehensive, it gives the pin out of the major rigs
in use. The list is to be used as a guide only, we advise you look at the circuit diagram
of your rig for fuller detail.

All connections shown are from the rear (the soldering side) of the plugs.

Those Handie Talkie (HT) connections marked with an asterisk (*) need to have a
resistor in line with the Push To Talk (PTT) circuit (pin 3). Values are given where
available.

Where "'Speaker* is given for Receive Audio, there is no pin available on the
microphone connector for Receive Audio. Pin 4 of the packet controller is to be
connected to the external speaker output of the radio, or direct audio output. One
technique is to run the speaker cable from the mic connector, rather than run two
cables back to the radio. Pin 5, on the packet controller's radio connector is used for
RFDCD (Radio Frequency Data Carrier Detect (aka open squelch)) and not ordinarily
connected.

5 pin din on tiny 2 etc
Pinl Pin2 Pin3 Pind
TX Audio Ground PTT RX Audio

3 1
4
2

TNC connections Tx Audio Ground PTT RX Audio

Alinco
8 pin Pin 1 Pin 8 Pin 2 Speaker
(Pin 4 on
Some units)
HT Ring Sleeve Ring* Tip
15K Ohm
Azden
12 pin Pin 12 Pin 2 Pin 9 Speaker
8 pin Pin 1 Pin 8 Pin 7 Speaker
Drake
4 pin Pin 1 Pin 3 Pin 2 Speaker
Phone Ring Sleeve Tip Speaker
Jack


http://www.alinco.com/
http://www.azden.com/
http://www.drake.com/

Icom

IC-735

4 pin
8 pin

(Acc 1)

Speaker
Pin 8

Pin 5

Kenwood

TS-440S
TR-2500

TR-x600
TH-x1xx
TH-x15
TH-x5

4 pin
5 pin
6 pin
8 pin
(Acc 2)
HT

HT

Pin

Pin

Pin

Pin

11

Lg Tip

Sm Ring

Pin 5
Pin 6
Pin 8
Pin4, 8,12
Sm Sleeve

Sm Sleeve

Pin 2

Pin 2

Pin 2

Pin 13

Lg Sleeve

Lg Sleeve

Radio Shack

HTX-212

RJ-45
(RJ-11 wire colours)

Standard

C500/528
C78
C5800

Ten-Tec

FT-208

HT

Pin

Pin

Pin

Pin 7

Pin 7

Pin 4

Sleeves

Pin 6

Pin 6

Pin 3%

100K Ohm

Sm Tip*

2200K Ohm

Speaker
Speaker
Speaker

Pin 2

Lg tip

Note: sm =small, usually 2.5mm jackplug. : Lg = large, usually 3.5mm jackplug


http://www.icomuk.co.uk/categoryRender.asp?categoryID=3524&cCID=5027
http://www.kenwood-electronics.co.uk/products/comms/
http://www.navico.com/
http://www.radioshack.com/
http://www.stdradio.com/
http://www.mvangel.com/ten-tec/
http://www.yaesu.com/
http://spaceyideas.com/ozzie/pinouts.html#ht

MaxPak at the Telford Hamfest 2008

MaxPak attended the Telford Hamfest at the Ingenuity Centre, Ironbridge, on Sunday
28™ September. It was the only rally we attended this year after the Aldridge and
Elvaston rallies were cancelled.

It was good to see our old friend Tony, G7BUG, pay us a visit.

Sorry the pictures are a bit blurry; | had to dodge in between lots of foot traffic!

Chris GOCNG and Tony G7BUG



For those of you that visited the rally, it is quite small, but everyone feels very relaxed
and hangs around for a chat!

We met friends old and new, assisted people who want to fire their tnc’s back up (two
people said that the internet was too easy, they wanted to “radio” into the bbs’s and dx
clusters!)

The MaxPak WebSite Update

Those of you that are regular users of the website (we average 9000 hits a month) will
know that the website has been off for a week. This is due to our service providers
disappearing. They also hung onto our web address.

We have managed to get the web address back, and hopefully, by Friday 3" October,
all should be back up and running. Our apologise to you all.

73 de mOdcm



The 2008 Packet Radio Conference

This year’s conference will be held in Oxford. It is hoped that we get a few southern
packet users to the conference this year.

Ray, G3LQC has booked us a room, the only proviso is that we buy a lunchtime meal.

The menu is below. Miles G4GSB is already salivating over the “Brace of Sausages™ !

Lunch Time menu. Any meal for £5.

Brace of Sausages.
Breaded Wholetail Scampi
Homemade Beef Lasagne
Steak and Kidney Pudding
Breaded Fillet of Haddock
Chilli con Carli
Ham Cottage Cheese and Pineapple
Smoked Haddock and Spring onion
Fish Cakes.

Mozzerella and Sun Dried Tomato Quich
Homemade Chicken and Mushroom Pie
Cold Turkey Salad.

Chicken Kiev.

Faggots and Peas.

Most Dishes are served with French Fries & Peas.

Anyone interested in attending the conference, please contact Miles
G4GSB as listed on the contacts page.

We will shortly send a program to all interested parties and to all MaxPak
members.

73 The MaxPak committee



The MaxPak Local Area AX25 Network: October 2008

1K2 user ports in yellow, 9K6 users ports in brown

Ul-View digipeater
MB7UV
144.800

APRS

WV72
User Access 1200 Baud
432.675
Now operational

High-speed
User access node

WV22

144.975
9k6

70cms 9k6
To BLOX & GB7TMAX

WV9

GB7WV
Mander Centre
Wolverhampton UK
(TheNet-X1J4)
WV9
WV11
WV12
WV13
WV22
WV72

WV13
Northbound
23cms 2k4
To GB7VT

Northwest
And Scotland

WV11
Eastbound

70cms 9k6
To CORLEY

WV12
Southbound

GB7MAX BBS

Bloxwich &

Front End XROUTER Node
BLOX; GOCNG-8
(44.131.128.1)
Telnet gb7max.ath.cx
Port 2323 (NODE)

23cms 2k4
To DUDLEY
And
KIDDER

DUDLEY
GB7DN
XROUTER Node
Dudley, West Midlands

432.675

144.850

4001 (BBS)
144.9375 432.675
SALOP AXUDP Links to
G7BUG-8 GB7BA  (Bampton, Oxon, UK)
H KIDDER  (Kidderminster, UK)
NEWDOTL Shropshlre ESX (Witham, Essex, UK)
YORKS (Barnsley, Yorks, UK)

144.950

SAL

OP

ZL2BAU (Waimate New Zealand)
GB7FCR (Blackpool, UK)
GB7YFS (Bourne, Lincs, UK)
(Newport, Shropshire, UK)
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432.625
9k6

144.975

9K6




2008 - 2009 COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Chairman and Membership Secretary
Chris GOCNG QTHR or @ GB7MAX
chris.g0cng@nasuwt.net
Tel: 01922 494680

Secretary
Miles GA4GSB @ GB7MAX
SysOp GB7DN
g4gsb@btinternet.com
Tel: 01384 254199

Treasurer
Albert GOKFS @ GB7MAX
mailto:albertgOkfs@raynet-uk.net
Tel: 01922 409705

SysOp GB7WAL Dave G7BNK
G7BNK @ GB7WAL
david.g7bnk@talktalk.net
01922 685953

Webmaster
David MODCM @ GB7MAX
dave.maydew@btinternet.com
Tel: 01902 609339

Digicom Editor
Miles GA4GSB / Dave MODCM
Details as above

Www.maxpak.org.uk
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