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Forthcoming Members Meetings         
 

Monthly Member's Meetings to be held at the pub 

“One Man and his Dog”, Turnberry Road, 

Bloxwich WS3 3UB, just around the corner from 

the old qth, off the A34 (MAP) 

 

All meetings commence about 19.45 hrs in the 

Lounge Bar. 

 

3
rd

 AUGUST 

CANCELLED 
 

6th September MaxPak at the  

Telford Hamfest 

 

7
th

 September Natter Evening 
 

We hope you may be able to pay us a visit to one of 

our meetings. 

 

http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en-GB&q=WS3%203UB
http://www.telfordhamfest.org.uk/
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CHAIRMAN'S JOTTINGS 
    
 

      

Greetings all. 

 

Writing this shortly before departing for a cycle ride and 

pilgrimage to Lourdes, France with a party from School.   

 

Fundraising for the venture has taken up much of my time 

over the past couple of months so developments in the 

local packet network on my behalf have been limited. 

 

Things have been ticking over steadily over the past 

couple of months with both GB7MAX and GB7WAL 

performing to expectation. 

 

Due to holidays we are cancelling the August natter 

evening. 

 

We will be at the Telford Rally on Sunday 6th September 

at Enginuity, Coalbrookdale, so we hope to meet some of 

you there. 

 

All it remains is to wish you all a good summer. 

 

73‟s 

Chris G0CNG 

MaxPak Chairman 2009-2010 

www.maxpak.org.uk 
 

http://www.telfordhamfest.org.uk/
http://www.maxpak.org.uk/
http://www.maxpak.org.uk/
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Node/BBS News 
 

Correct 1
st
 August 2009 

 

 

GB7MAX /BLOX Node 

(Bloxwich) 

 
The BBS/Node, using WinFBB/ XROUTER continues to perform satisfactorily. Direct Telnet 

access to the BBS on Port 4001 and to the BLOX node on Port 2323 is available. 

Contact Chris, G0CNG, sysop, for further information or access password authorisation. 

Current R.F. user access to both BLOX and GB7MAX is as follows: 

2m      144.9375 MHz 1K2 

70cm   432.675   MHz 1K2 
 

 

GB7WAL 

(Walsall) 
This BBS continues to perform satisfactorily. User ports as follows: 

 

2m 144.850 1K2 

2m 144.975 9K6 

70cm 432.650 1K2 

 
DUDLEY GB7DN (XROUTER) NODE 

(Dudley) 
 

Sited at the QTH of our Secretary, G4GSB in Dudley. User access is as follows: 

 

2 m 144.850 MHz 1k2 

2 m 144.975 MHz 9k6  

70 cm 432.675 MHz 1k2 

(Some links down temporarily due to building work at G4GSBôs QTH) 

 
GB7PMB and SALOP G7BUG-8 NODE 

(Newport, Shropshire) 
 

Sited at the QTH of Tony, G7BUG.  

Good signal reports have been received around Newport and Wellington areas.  

Direct Telnet access available, contact G0CNG. 

R.F. user access as follows: 

2m 144.950 1K2  
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Packet Radio Conference 2008 Report 

 

 
The Plough Public house and various pictures of Attendees. 

 

The 2008 packet radio conference, hosted by Maxpak and G3LQC, in association with 4Pak, 

was held at an excellent little pub called „The Plough‟, Alvescot, Oxford (next to RAF Brize 

Norton) on 8
th
 November 2008. 

On arrival, we were treated to tea/coffee and a bacon butties, which went down a storm. 

 

The conference started at 10:20 with a short opening address by our chairman Ray, G3LQC, 

and then contributions of packet activity from the various groups were reported. 

 

MaxPak 
 

Chris, G0CNG introduced himself as the chairman of MaxPak as well as being the sysop of 

GB7MAX. He reported that MaxPak were closing down the “WV” nodes in 

Wolverhampton.  

The “WV” nodes had been the corner stone of the MaxPak network. It had faithfully carried 

most of the traffic through the West Midlands with dedicated RF forwarding links north and 

south, for over 15 years. 
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However, due to new owners of the site demanding a £500.00 + vat fee to „register‟ with 

them, and the prospect of an open rate rental agreement, MaxPak will be shutting down the 

node in December. Fortunately, most of the forwarding is now done via the internet or phone 

modem.  

The “WV” equipment will be re-used to improve the RF network that is left, with better links 

to GB7WAL, GB7DBY and GB7COV.  

 

G4GSB, the sysop of GB7DN the Dudley node, explained that his node would stay RF only 

and assist with the links to the local network, as well as having additional ports for local user 

access. 

 

G0CNG also informed the conference that the Shropshire BBS, GB7PMB, would be back on 

air at Christmas time. 

 

Four PAK 
 

 Steve, G4FPV informed the meeting that 4pak had slimmed down a bit, but still had good 2 

metre and 23 cm user access ports. He also has good links north and south. 

They had to remove a node that was located at Worcester school and at GB7FD due to 

increasing costs and vat. 

They have a good site at Cleve common, which should have good RF links to GB3BA and to 

Swindon. 

 At the moment, the floor is being rebuilt collapse problems. 

 

Caterham Radio Group  
 

Paul (G4APL) looks after the GB7CR nodes and the GB7CIP mailbox. 

 

He has HF gateways on 40 and 20 meters. He has 20 registered users. 

 

He also has an APRS gateway as well as links to Kent and Haversham. 

 

They have 8 ports, some are unused. Good news is that GB7IT is back on air with 1 RF port  

For TCP/IP. 

 

Paul recommended that we look at his website www.theskywaves.net  for more up to date 

information. 

 

CORLEY BBS/Nodes 
 

Roger, G3ZFR, informed us that the Corley BBS used to run 10 RF ports, but now has very 

little RF use, he has only 6 registered users. 

He used to run his system on 4 PC‟s, but has now managed to run all programs on 1 PC. 

He explained that he no uses virtual pc software, using Linux as a firewall, xrouter, FBB and 

VMWARE.  

http://www.theskywaves.net/
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He also explained that he had had to move the whole system from his works QTH due to the 

site being split/sold/redeveloped. 

Some good news was that the Leicester Radio Society had set up an RF node. 

 

 

Talk by Ray, G3LQC 

The Royal corps of signals 1939-1969 
 

Ray, G3LQC gave a fascinating talk regarding his time stationed at Bampton, complete with 

slides of the site, the Royal signal corps aerials and transmitters/receivers.  

 

Ray sometimes presents this talk at local radio clubs and we recommend you attend. He also 

explains how he got the use of the site where GB3BA is located.  

 

(Pictured below, He can get the Angus beacon on a halo!) 

 

 

ASCII Drawings on Packet Radio by John G8MNY 
 

John, G8MNY, immediately recognised by everyone present as the sender of the “TECH” 

bulls, gave us a talk and PowerPoint presentation on sending drawings over packet radio. 

 

He started by explaining that he started to send the “Tech” bulls because he was fed up of 

everyone slagging each other off on packet radio. To survive, packet radio requires 

interesting bulletins. 

 

He also saw a need where a circuit diagram may be required in ASCII. 

The bit size of an ASCII diagram is usually 10 times smaller than its nearest rival, and 

mixing text and graphics is easy. 

 

It is also easier for sysop‟s to vet as there is no need for a compatible CAD library. 

 

John then showed us a selection of text editors, with the good points and problems with some 

of them. 

 

After the file is finished, John then showed us how to delete all the unused and unwanted 

spaces. 

 

John has over 300 Tech files; they take up a total of 1.5 Meg. 

 

For more information, John recommended that we view his “making ascii diagrams” Tech 

bulletin. 
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Final Discussions 

 
Several points were raised regarding DSTAR and packet radio. It was explained that due to 

bandwidth pressure, it can only be done on 23cm. 

HF packet radio was raised, and future sked‟s were made for 7.041 MHz LSB 

 

Ray closed the meeting and thanked everyone for attending. Everyone retired to the bar and 

continued discussing packet radio. 

  

 

 

 

 

Pictures of the GB3BA site as used and described by Ray, G3LQC. 
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The MaxPak Local Area AX25 Network - June 2009 

 

1K2 user ports in yellow,  9K6 users ports in brown     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GB7MAX BBS Bloxwich & 

Front End XROUTER Node 

BLOX; G0CNG-8 

Telnet gb7max.ath.cx 

Port 2323 (NODE) 

     4001  (BBS) 

432.675 

DUDLEY 

GB7DN 

XROUTER Node 

Dudley, West Midlands 

144.9375 

432.675 

 

 

AXUDP Links to 

 

GB7BA      (Bampton, Oxon, UK) 

KIDDER     (Kidderminster, UK) 

ESX           (Witham, Essex, UK) 

YORKS     (Barnsley, Yorks, UK) 

ZL2BAU    (Waimate  New Zealand) 

GB7FCR    (Blackpool, UK) 

SALOP      (Newport, Shropshire, UK) 

    
 

144.850 

 

144.950 

144.975 

9K6 

GB7PMB BBS  

Newport, Shropshire & 

Front End XROUTER Node 

SALOP; G7BUG-8 

Telnet gb7pmb.ath.cx 

Port 2323 (NODE) 

     4001  (BBS) 

GB7WAL BBS  

Pelsall, West Midlands & 

Front End BPQ Node 

GB7WS 

144.850 

 
144.975  9K6 

USERS and FWD 

GB7DBY (Derby) 

23cms Dedicated 

Link between 

GB7MAX and 
GB7WAL 

 

70cms  

9K6 Inter Node Link 

70cms  

9K6 CORLEY Node 

Link to Coventry 
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2009 - 2010 COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 
Chairman and Membership Secretary 

Chris G0CNG QTHR or @ GB7MAX 
chris.g0cng@nasuwt.net 

Tel: 01922 494680 
 

Secretary 
Miles G4GSB @ GB7MAX 

SysOp GB7DN 
g4gsb@btinternet.com 

Tel: 07703 338752 
 

Treasurer 
Albert G0KFS @ GB7MAX 
albertg0kfs@raynet-uk.net 

Tel: 01922 409705 
 
 

SysOp GB7WAL Dave G7BNK 
G7BNK @ GB7WAL 

david.g7bnk@talktalk.net 
01922 685953 

 
Webmaster  

David M0DCM @ GB7MAX 
dave.maydew@btinternet.com 

Tel: 01902 609339 
 

Digicom Editor 
Miles G4GSB / Dave M0DCM  

Details as above 
 

 

www.maxpak.org.uk 

mailto:chris.g0cng@nasuwt.net
mailto:chris.g0cng@nasuwt.net
mailto:g4gsb@btinternet.com
mailto:albertg0kfs@raynet-uk.net
mailto:david.g7bnk@talktalk.net
mailto:dave.maydew@btinternet.com
http://www.maxpak.org.uk/

