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Forthcoming Members Meetings

Monthly Member's Meeting® be held athe pub
fiOne Man and his Dag Tumberry Road,
Bloxwich WS3 3UB justaround the corner from

the old gth, off the A34MIAP)

All meetings commencebaut 19.45 hrs ithe
LoungeBar.

We hope you may be able to pay us a ¥estine of
our meetings

November2" Natter Evening
December % Christmas Meal
January & Natter Evening

February I' Natter evening



http://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en-GB&q=WS3%203UB

CHAIRMAN'S JOTTINGS

Greetings all and welcome to this edition of Digicom.

Not much to report since the last editid@dB7MAX continues to
perform normally.We have recently suffered a failed Spirit2 9K6 TN«
on the 9K6 linkirom GB7WAL to GB7DBY. As soon as | can borrow
Spirit2 manual from Miles, G4GSB, | can hopefully start somé fau
finding. Fortunately lhave an AXUDP Internet Link to GB7DBY so
this has kept traffic moving between GB7WAL, GB7MAX and
GB7DBY-GB7NOT.

GB7PMB in Newport continues to perform satisfactorily.

Next Month, for our December Christmisleetingon Monday 7th
Decembeme will again be having a meal at our meeting QTH, the O
Man and his Dog in BloxwichPlease see the note from Miles, our
Editor giving full details We hope as many of you as possible will be
able to join us for this happy occasion.

Finally, on a personal noteam busy training for my firstver
Marathon, the Shakespeare Marathon 2010 which is on Sunday 25
April 2010 which is run around Stratford upon Avdvly aim is to raise
£1000 for my School's Pilgrimage to Lourdes, France at thie@tduly
2010 wherea group of our sixtfiormersandmyself, will be assisting
disabled and sick pilgrims in Lourdes to attend senacekother
functions.Any money | can raise in Sponsorship will enable some of
less well off students to attend wbtherwise would be unable to.
More details to follow in the next edition.hope you may be able to
sponsor me in my venture.

| would like to close by wishing all of you and your friends and family
very happy Christmas and New Year.

73till the next edition.

Chris GOCNG
Chairman 20040

www.maxpak.org.uk


http://www.maxpak.org.uk/
http://www.maxpak.org.uk/

Node/BBSNews

Correctl® November2009

GB7MAX /BLOX Node
(Bloxwich)

The BBS/Node, using WinFBB/ XROUTER continues to perform satisfact@nbgct Telnet

access to the BBS on Port 400iddo the BLOX node on Port 2323asgailable.

Contact @ris, GOCNG, sysador further hformation or access password autbation.

CurrentR.F.user access to both BLOX and GB7MAX is as follows:
2m 144 .937H%1Hz 1K2
70cm 432.675 MHz 1K2

GB7WAL
(Walsall)

This BBScontinues to perform satisfactorilyser ports as flwws:

2m 144.850 1K2
2m 144.975 9K6
70cm 432.650 1K2

DUDLEY GB7DN (XROUTER) NODE
(Dudley)

Sited at the QTH ofur Secretary, GAGSB in Dudleyseraccess is as follows:

2 m 144.850 MHzLk2
2 m 144.975 MHz 9k6
70 cm 432.675 MHZLk2

(Some linksdowntenpor ari ly due to buil ding

but will all be back on by Christmas)

GB7PMB and SALOP G7BUG-8 NODE
(Newport, Shropshire)

Sited at the QTH of Tony, G7BUG.

Good signal reports have been received around Newport and Wellington areas.

Direct Telnet access available, contact GOCNG
R.F. wer access as follows:
2m 144.950 1K2
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APRS Update by Dave MODCM

Well it's beera busy couple of months, I've been running Windows 7 Ultimate since the beginning
of September (Review in next issue), butbiggest news is that Miles amayselfhave got

MB7UV back on the air. Since | purchased a-DHAE handy, | noticed the lack of APRS activity
around Walsall/WolverhamptorAfter a cople of discussions with Milesye decided to set a
temporary digipeater up on 144.800 to see if it would get used.

GB7DN wert on air in Sptemberwith a few teething problems, but aft@rrectlysettingXrouter

up, it started siging. Wayne G8ZBJ,located inBentleyhelpedout with the new Usprotocol

settings. V& found thaRELAY & TRACE areused as thecaused congestion throughout the
network.

Here are the best settinfygs setting up your APRS Uprotocol/Path

WIDE1-1,WIDE2-1 Will produce two hops and will take advantage of homarfitigis.
Use in by urban and suburban areBecommended for the majority of operations!

WIDE2-2 Shortest path string. Produces two hops by directly using tweléngh digis. Will work
almost anywhere but especially recommended in the American west whetevagtigipeaters

are really higHevel; i.e. on mountain tops thousands and thousands of feet above users, and can
easily be reached directly, Wwiut the help of home stations.

Some other considerations
If you are in an area that still uses "RELAY" never put more than one "RELAY" in a path.

NEVER put RELAY in a path aftew/IDE. [Or WIDE1-1 anywhere except the first position in

"New Paradigm" paths] If you do this, dozens (or hundreds) of home stations within earshot of on
or more WIDEs will needlessly clog the channel retransmitting the WIDE's packets for no reason.
Pathdonger than about WIDE3 are almost totally useless. The probability of success goes down
exponentially as the area covered by the transmission expands outward, and the packet is expose
morepossibilitiesof random collisions with users in distant areas. On therdvand, you can create
literally thousands of useless packets for every transmission, as the Ul flood spreads outward ove
hundreds of miles in every direction.

In many areas, intelligent digipeaters are now automatically reformatting excessivety long
abusive paths to something more reasonable such as WADRER/IDE33. (Or simply ignoring
anything over WIDEZ entirely).

Since the middi of September, thanks @hriss GOCNG,for supplyingthe original chip and to

Andy, MOCYP,for re-programming it, MB7UV went on air and has seen traffic from a number of
IGates ad individuals. | have been running the Kenwood-DHE almost 24/7 since UV has been
back on air and have seeunldreds of users popping.up

Miles has received thank you emails for putting the Digipeater back on air.

So if you haven't already, tune your Packet stations to 144.800radl-View or the Linux
equivalent and send me a message, you'll be surprised how well the system works.

Happy APRS'ing and look forward to seeing you on there.....

MODCM Dave



MaxPak Local News

After the success of lagt e aChihdsimas evening, the committee have decttatlthis
years Christmas eveningll follow the same format

The pub in whiclwe meet has a good selection of food available, but stops serving meals a
20:00 hrs So we havelecided to meet at 19:00 hrs on tHeDEcembe009.

Sowhy notjoin us and bring your partners alofog a pleasnt evening
Click herefor reviews.

Due to workfamily commitmentsmoving QTH,putting aerials back up etdliles and Dave
(G4AGSB & MODCM) have temporarily decided to move Digicom badju@arerly
publication.We hope to resunthe Bi-Monthly format in the futue.

Future arttles will include a review of Widoze 7and Linux

Telford Radio Rally 2009 Report

MaxPak attendethe Telford rallywhichwas held orihe 8" September (after 2 date
changes!

Although the raly is small compared to previous rallies, it is well attended.

We at MaxPak were able to meet past and present packet users as well as queries from
fellow amateurs who want to set packetstatiors (and they say packetdsad!)

It is a little sad that we only attend one rally now, with the demise of the Aldridge and
Elvaston Castle rallies.

But on a bridpter note, our dear friend and GB7PMB sysop Tony, G7BUG, was able to
attend

We were able to chat to David GOCERo runs the SLUG grouppout using Lin.
It enabledVIODCM and G4GSB to loadJBUNTUGoN their home P&.

We will let you knowhow weget onin future Digiconds
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http://trustedplaces.com/review/uk/walsall/bar-pub/1b44m7h/one-man-and-his-dog

Dave MODQM and MaxPaks largerange of SWR bridges and Baluns.



The MaxPakstand and ounuge range dbooks.



