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DI G I C O M 
The Newsletter of MAXPAK, 

The Midlands Packet User Group 
 

     DC 84                        December  2007  

 

Node/BBS News 
Correct 16th September 2007 

 

GB7MAX /BLOX Node 

(Bloxwich) 

The BBS/Node, using WinFBB/ XROUTER 

continues to perform satisfactorily. 

Current user access to both BLOX and GB7MAX is 

as follows: 

2m      144.9375 MHz  1K2 

70cm  432.675   MHz  1K2 

Direct Telnet access to the BBS on Port 4001 

and to the BLOX node on Port 2323 is  

now available 

Contact Chris, G0CNG, sysop, for further 

information or access password authorisation for 

either or both BBS and the Node. 

 

GB7WAL  

(Walsall) 

This BBS is now back on air. 

See chairmans jottings   

 

GB7WV NODES (TheNet X1J-4) 

(Wolverhampton) 
These continue to function satisfactorily. User 

access available  as follows: 

2m      (9K6) WV22 GB7WV-2   144.975 MHz 

70cm  (1K2) WV72 GB7WV-7   432.675  Mhz 

 

DY NODES 

These nodes closed down on 25th May 2007 when 

our current agreement at Sedgley Scout HQ ended.  

 

DUDLEY GB7DN  (XROUTER) NODE 

(Dudley) 

Sited at the QTH of our Secretary, G4GSB in 

Dudley, user access is as follows: 

  1 144.850 Mhz 1K2     User/Forward 

  2 432.675 Mhz 1K2     User/forward 

  3 432.625 Mhz 9k6      User/forward 

  4 1240.950 MHz 2k4    Forwarding 

  5 Direct Connection to G4GSB PMS 
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WINTER DIARY.  

 

Monthly Member's Meetings continue to be held at 

The Sir Robert Peel Public House, located on the 

main A4124 Bell Lane adjacent to the Lichfield 

Road / Broad Lane Junction and traffic lights. 

 A to Z Reference: Square 7G, Page 25. 

Postcode = WS3 2JS 

All meetings commence about 19.45 hrs in the 

downstairs Lounge Bar.  

 

            

Monday 3rd Dec 2007  Christmas Social 

 

Monday 7
th

 January 2008 Natter Evening 

 

We hope you may be able to pay us a visit at one of 

these meetings. 
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CHAIRMAN'S JOTTINGS 
 
 
Greetings all and welcome to the winter 2007 Digicom from MaxPak. It has 
been a busy autumn season this year, not least the arranging and hosting 
of the highly successful 2007 UK Packet Conference on Saturday 
November 10th at the MaxPak QTH, the Sir Robert Peel in Bloxwich.  The 
Minutes of the Day have been distributed via Packet to PKCONF @GBR 
and are also available on the MaxPak Website.   Many thanks to our 
Secretary, Miles, G4GSB for all the organisation and "behind the scenes" 
work to ensure the day was such a success. Also thanks to our Members 
who supported the event. 
           I am delighted to announce that G4GSB's DUDLEY node, in Dudley, 
near to Burnt Tree Island on the Birmingham New Road, now has full official 
site clearance and its callsign is now GB7DN with the alias remaining as 
DUDLEY.  Please see the MaxPak LAN for full details of its user ports.   
It now features a 9K6 70cms user port on 432.625 MHz if anyone within 
range fancies a play with 9K6 packet operation.  Please contact Miles, 
G4GSB (see contact information on back page) for more information. 
          We hope to resurrect the SHREWS, Shropshire node in Condover 
(near to the GB3LH voice repeater), south of Shrewsbury on 70cms,  
432.675 MHz for a trial period soon.  The Maxon rig to be used is currently 
undergoing testing. It is anticipated that this node will be linked into BLOX 
using AXUDP internet linking to allow full connectivity to the outside world.   
Many thanks due to Don, M0FHM for his help with this venture.  More news 
soon. 
         We recently suffered a rig failure in the BLOX to WV9 70cms 9K6 
dedicated BBS link. The 70cms Storno at the WV end has gone deaf on Rx 
and as a temporary measure, I have linked up my Yaesu FT8500 to give a 
temporary link into WV11. 
I hope to install a replacement radio at WV in the near future to restore this 
link to full operation. 

         Until the next issue, all it remains to do is to wish all 
Members, their families and friends a very happy Christmas and 
New Year. 
  
73ôs Chris, G0CNG 
 

www.maxpak.org.uk 
 

http://www.maxpakgb.org.uk/
http://www.maxpakgb.org.uk/
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Notes on using of your computer sound card for packet radio 

 

A MaxPak guide for all radio amateurs 

 

 

No claim for originality is made for this document. It is the result of many 

discussions and experiments. We hope that it will take the mystery out of 

using your computer sound card  

for packet radio and show you how simple it really is! 

You do not need to install an additional sound card in your PC, we will 

show you how to  

connect to your existing sound card, and still retain all your PCôs functions. 

We have tried this on numerous PCôs and laptops, and it worked every 

time. 

 

You will require 3 items. 

¶ A PC with a sound card, a serial port and Windows 98, 2000 or XP. 

¶ An interface lead between your PC and rig. 

¶ Two free programs, called Winpak and AGW. 

 

First, you will need to make a lead. The lead comprises of 3 parts.  

¶ PC speaker to rig microphone. 

¶ PC mic/line to rig speaker. 

¶ PTT. 

 

The next page shows a drawing of the connections. The cable from the PC 

to rig should be screened, the screen connected at the PC end only. The 

connections for the PTT line are shown using a serial port, however, you 

can also use a parallel port. If your PC does not have either, you will need 

to get a USB to serial converter (available at Maplin for £12). 

The AGW program only uses the left hand speaker and MIC inputs, so you 

can still use the right hand speaker for all your ónormalô PC sounds! 

The second drawing (2) shows how to connect your pc speakers into the 

interface lead.   
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Drawing 3 shows different attenuation methods if your sound card is 

overloaded. Drawing 4 shows additional connection details if your rig mic 

and ptt use the same line. Drawing 5 is an opto isolator configuration if you 

get ground loop problems. All PCôs and rigs tested by MaxPak did nor 

require the additions in 3, 4 and 5.  
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When the lead is built, it should look similar to this: 
 

 
 

 

You are now ready to install the 2 programs on your PC, as mentioned 

above. 

 

The first one is AGW packet engine, available on the MaxPak website 

www.maxpak.org.uk Downloads page, or the MaxPak CD. 

 

Run the ñagw packet engine.exeò program and you will get the following 

screen. 
 

http://www.maxpak.org.uk/
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Click the task bar icon as shown, press the properties button to get the next 

screen. 

 
 

Press new port button, and set up as follows: 

 


